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OBJECTIVES
 

• Learn about the opioid and fentanyl epidemic

• Learn about other frequently abused drugs

• Cocaine

• Methamphetamine

• Marijuana

• Learn about polysubstance abuse

















FENTANYL ANALOGS-WHY ARE THEY HERE?

• Many times stronger than heroin alone 
(preferred by users?)

• Cheaper to make than heroin

• Very profitable for drug cartels

        1 kilo ($3500) yield $5-20 million profit

• Many new analogs are legal until banned 

Estimated lethal dose



CLANDESTINE FENTANYL OUTBREAKS 

1979-1988





Clandestinely manufactured fentanyl

















Hillsborough County Medical Examiner Dept



Hillsborough County Medical Examiner





DRUG PARAPHERNALIA AT DEATH SCENES



WHAT’S INSIDE THE BAG?

Heroin Heroin and Fentanyl Caffeine,  Lidocaine and Cocaine 



DON’T TRUST A DRUG DEALER

NEVER LICK A SPOON  



DEMOGRAPHICS 

2021

• Age range: 16 to 88 years of age

• Males (369) = 73%

• Average age: 43

• Age range: 16 to 88

• Females (135) = 27%

• Average age: 43

• Age range: 19 to 85 

2022

• Age range: 15 months to 89 years of age

• Males (404) = 71%

• Average age: 44

• Age range: 18 to 81

• Females (164) = 29%

• Average age: 43

• Age range: 15 months to 89

Hillsborough County Medical Examiner



Hillsborough County Medical Examiner



Veterinary--local anesthetic, analgesic or muscle 
relaxant (CNS depressant)

Adulterant or cutting agent in fentanyl, cocaine 
or heroin illicit drug samples

Why?  Cutting agent (increasing bulk/weight)?  
Increased effects?

NOT AN OPIOID

NOT RESPONSIVE TO NARCAN







Florida Compassionate 
Medical Cannabis Act (CBD)

Florida Amendment 2 
Approved (Medical Marijuana) 

Florida Smokable Medical Marijuana









SUMMARY

PILL MILL EPIDEMIC REPLACED WITH HEROIN AND FENTANYL EPIDEMIC

FENTANYL AND ANALOGS ARE LACED INTO ILLICIT DRUG SUPPLY AND CLANDESTINE PILLS

POLYSUBSTANCE ABUSE IS COMMON (NOT JUST AN OPIOID PROBLEM)

DEALERS AND USERS DON’T ALWAYS KNOW WHAT THEY ARE SELLING OR TAKING

STRESS/ANXIETY/ISOLATION MAKING SUBSTANCE ABUSE MORE RAMPANT



• Julia Pearson, PhD

• Chief Forensic Toxicologist

• pearsonjm@hillsboroughcounty.org

• 813-914-4532

Questions?

mailto:pearsonjm@Hillsboroughcounty.org
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